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 Do you ever wonder what attracts you to certain 
W\SHV�RI�JXQV"�0\�LQÀXHQFHV�PD\�KDYH�VWDUWHG�DW�DQ�HDUO\�
age. Growing up in Massachusetts in the 60’s and 70’s, I 
KDYH�PHPRULHV�RI�P\�IDWKHU�DQG�XQFOH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�KRZ�WKH�
VWDWH�RI�0DVVDFKXVHWWV�ZDV�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�SDVV�ODZV�WR�EDQ�DOO�
handguns. 

� 7KRVH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�DQ�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�
PH��DV�P\�¿UVW�DLUJXQ�ZDV�QRW�D�5HG�5\GHU��LW�ZDV�6PLWK�	�
:HVVRQ�0RGHO���*�DLU�SLVWRO��7KH�0RGHO���*�ZDV�SRZHUHG�E\�
&2��DQG�¿UHG�D�VLQJOH�����FDOLEHU�SHOOHW��DQG�EHVW�RI�DOO��LW�ZDV�
D�UHSOLFD�RI�6	:�PRGHO����SLVWRO���
� *RLQJ�EDFN�WR�P\�\RXQJHU�GD\V��,�UHPHPEHU�VHHLQJ�
DGV�IRU�WKH�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�$UPV�PLQL�UHYROYHUV��:LWK�DOO�
WKH�KDQGJXQ�ODZV�LQ�WKH�QRUWKHDVW��LW�ZDV�RQO\�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�
GUHDP�DERXW��$IWHU�PRYLQJ�VRXWK��RQH�RI�P\�QHZ�QHLJKERUV�
VKRZHG�PH�WKDW�KH�FDUULHG�D�1$$�PLQL�UHYROYHU��,�UHPHPEHU�
VD\LQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�KLP�OLNH�³I’ve always wanted one of 
those”.
� $W�6+27��EDFN�LQ�������RQH�RI�WKH�ERRWKV�WKDW�,�
YLVLWHG�ZDV�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�$UPV��7KHUH��,�KDG�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�
ZLWK�6DQG\�&KLVKROP��3UHVLGHQW�RI�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�$UPV��
,�UHPHPEHU�WHOOLQJ�KLP�WKDW�,�KDG�DOZD\V�ZDQWHG�WR�RZQ�D�

A German Wheellock, circa 1630.
Plaque reads: “Wheellock - !e First Concealable Gun

!e earliest "rearms - hand cannons and matchlocks - relied on a burning slow-match or 
smoldering ember for ignition. !e wheellock was the "rst mechanical lock, circa 1500. It 
allowed a gun to be carried with a wound spring, loaded and ready to "re. Some attribute 
the design to Leonardo da Vinci. With it came the "rst gun bans. ‘An especially dangerous 
kind of "rearm have come to be used, which are called wheellock, with which a homicide 
can be easily committed. His Excellency, knowing that these are devilish arms, prohibits 

their being carried without explicit authorization, under penalty of having a hand publicly 
cut o#.’ - City Ordinance, Ferrara, Italy, 1523”

Images of antique "rearms taken at the NRA Museum’s display during 
the 2020 SHOT Show.

Smith & Wesson 
‘Bicycle Gun’ Safety Hammerless 
Double-Action Revolver in .32 

center"re. Circa 1894-1902.
Plaque reads: “With its two-inch 
barrel, the ‘bicycle gun’ was mar-

keted as the perfect protection 
pistol for people traveling 

by bicycle.”

All Right Firearms Co. Little All Right Palm Pistol in .22 Rim"re, circa 1876.
Plaque reads: “!is diminutive palm pistol requires you to wrap your hand around the 
entire gun - including the cylinder - in order to engage the folding double-action only 

trigger mounted on the top of the frame.”

Le Novo Hammerless Folding Trigger Double-Action 
Revolver in .25 Center"re, circa 1900

!e plaque reads: “Diminutive in size, the Le Novo 
revolver had a trigger and grip that both folded into the 

gun, making it incredibly concealable and virtually unde-
tectable in your pocket.”

The Ranger II

PLQL�UHYROYHU��$IWHU�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�PDQ\�SURGXFWV�RQ�GLVSOD\��
6DQG\�VDLG�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�³Tim, you need to get one.”  That 
1RYHPEHU��,�KDSSHQHG�WR�VHH�D�1$$�PLQL�LQ�D�ORFDO�JXQ�VWRUH¶V�
GLVSOD\�FDVH��UHPHPEHULQJ�6DQG\¶V�ZRUGV��,�SRLQWHG�WR�WKH�
OLWWOH�JXQ��,�VDLG�WR�P\VHOI�³That’s going home with me.”
� 6R��QRZ�WKDW�,�RZQ�RQH��RWKHU�YDULDWLRQV�RI�WKH�PLQL�
UHYROYHU�VSDUNHG�P\�LQWHUHVW��%HLQJ�KRRNHG�RQ�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�
WKHVH�VWDLQOHVV�VWHHO�DQG�ZRRG�JHPV��,�MXPSHG�RQ�WKH�FKDQFH�
WR�ORRN�DW�WKHLU�QHZ�RIIHULQJ��WKH�5DQJHU�,,�

6FKRO¿HOG�,QVSLUHG�6W\OLQJ�
� ,Q�WKH�ODWH�����¶V��0DMRU�*HRUJH�6FKR¿HOG�RI�WKH���th 
&DYDOU\��LPSURYHG�WKH�GHVLJQ�RI�WKH�UHYROYHU�RYHU�6PLWK�	�
:HVVRQ¶V�1R����³$PHULFDQ´�PRGHO�¿UHDUP��:KLOH�LW�PD\�QRW�
EH�DV�ZHOO�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�&ROW�³3HDFHPDNHU´��WKH�6FKR¿HOG�

by Tim Smith
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ZDV�WKH�JXQ�RI�FKRLFH�RI�+RE\�*LOPDQ�
in the Trackdown�79�VKRZ��,W�ZDV�DOVR�
WKH�PDLQ�FKDUDFWHU�LQ�WKH�Deadman’s  
Gun�VHULHV��WKDW�ZDV�D�FURVV�EHWZHHQ��
ZHVWHUQV�DQG�7ZLOLJKW�=RQH�HSLVRGHV��

)HDWXUHV�	�6SHFV�   
�� 7KH�5DQJHU�,,¶V�PDLQ�IHDWXUH�
LV�WKDW�LW�KDV�D�EUHDN�WRS�GHVLJQ��7KDW�
PDNHV�IRU�HDV\�ORDGLQJ�DQG�XQORDGLQJ��
3XOOLQJ�WKH�KDPPHU�EDFN�WR�KDOI�FRFN��
DOORZV�WKH�UHOHDVH�OHYHU�WR�EH�SXOOHG�
EDFNZDUG��QRZ�WKH�WRS�FDQ�EH�EURNHQ��
RSHQ��1H[W��WKH�¿YH�FDUWULGJHV�FDQ�EH�
LQVHUWHG�LQ�WKH�F\OLQGHU��$IWHU�FORVLQJ�
WKH�³EUHDN�WRS´��WKH�KDPPHU�VKRXOG�EH�
SRVLWLRQHG�LQ�F\OLQGHU¶V�VDIHW\�QRWFK��7KH�
PDQXDO�GRHV�D�JRRG�MRE�GHVFULELQJ�WKLV�
process. 
� 8QOLNH�RWKHU�1$$�SURGXFWV��
�H[FOXGLQJ�WKH�6LGHZLQGHU���WKH�5DQJHU�
,,�XVHV�D�VWDU�HMHFWRU��WKDW�SDUWLDOO\�
OLIWV�WKH�FDUWULGJHV�RXW�RI�WKH�F\OLQGHU��
PDNLQJ�WKH�JXQ�HDVLHU�WR�XQORDG���
� 7KH�5DQJHU�,,�LV�VPDOO��ZHLJKLQJ�
RQO\�����RXQFHV�DQG�KDYLQJ�DQ�RYHUDOO�
OHQJWK�RI�MXVW�VL[�LQFKHV��+RZHYHU��LW�
LV�ODUJH�ZKHQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�1RUWK�
$PHULFDQ�$UPV�����VKRUW��7KH�VKRUW�
ELOOHG�DV�³World’s smallest and lightest 
¿YH�VKRW�0LQL�5HYROYHU” weighs four 
RXQFHV�DQG�KDV�DQ�RYHUDOO�OHQJWK�RI������
inches.
� ,Q�P\�RSLQLRQ��WKH�5DQJHU�
,,�LV�WKH�PRVW�DWWUDFWLYH�RI�DOO�WKH�
1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�$UPV�PLQL�UHYROYHUV��
(VSHFLDOO\�ZLWK�WKH�������EDUUHO�DQG�ERRW�
VW\OH�JULS��SURSRUWLRQDOO\��HYHU\WKLQJ�MXVW�ORRNV�ULJKW��,W¶V�QRW�
WRR�ORQJ��LW¶V�QRW�WRR�VKRUW��LW¶V�QRW�WRR�
ELJ��LWV�QRW�WRR�VPDOO��3OXV��LW�IHHOV�ZHOO�
EDODQFHG�

9HUVDWLOH�DQG�&XVWRPL]DEOH�
� 7KH�YHUVDWLOLW\�LV�RQH�UHDVRQ�
ZK\�,�OLNH�WKH�OLQH�RI�PLQL��UHYROYHUV��
HVSHFLDOO\�WKHLU�ODUJHU�PDJQXP�IUDPH�
VL]H��2Q�PRVW�����PDJQXP�PRGHOV��
WKHLU�LV�DQ�RSWLRQ�RI�DQ�H[WUD�F\OLQGHU�
WR�¿UH�����ORQJ�ULÀH��/5��FDUWULGJHV��
,I�WKH�JXQ�LV�FDUULHG�IRU�VHOI�GHIHQVH��
LQVWDOOLQJ�WKH�PDJQXP�F\OLQGHU�DQG�
����PDJ�ORDGV�LV�WKH�RSWLRQ��)HHO�
OLNH�SOLQNLQJ"�6ZDS�RXW�WKH�����PDJ�
F\OLQGHU��IRU�WKH�����/5�F\OLQGHU�DQG�
SOLQN�DZD\�XVLQJ�ORQJ�ULÀH�DPPR��RU�
even shorts.
� $V�\RX�PD\�NQRZ��,�OLNH�WR�
PDNH�P\�DLUJXQV�DQG�¿UHDUPV�P\�
RZQ�E\�DGGLQJ�DFFHVVRULHV��:KLOH�WKH�
5DQJHU�,,�LV�QRW�KLJKO\�FXVWRPL]DEOH���

ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�ELUG�KHDG�DQG�ERRW�
VW\OH�JULS�DUH�DYDLODEOH��0DQ\�GLIIHUHQW�
KROVWHUV�DUH�DYDLODEOH��UDQJLQJ�IURP�
SRFNHW�KROVWHUV��WR�FURVV�GUDZ��DQG�
PRUH��:KLOH�P\�5DQJHU�,,�GRHV�QRW�
KDYH�LW��D�FXVWRP�VHULDO�QXPEHU�FDQ�
EH�RUGHUHG�IURP�WKH�IDFWRU\�IRU�WKH�
XOWLPDWH�LQ�SHUVRQDOL]LQJ�WKH�JXQ�

2Q�WKH�5DQJH�
� ���7KH�VPDOO��VWDLQOHVV�VWHHO�JXQ�
DWWUDFWHG�DWWHQWLRQ�DW�WKH�ORFDO�LQGRRU�
UDQJH��:KLOH�PRVW�VKRRWHUV�XVHG�WKHLU�
$5�VW\OH�ULÀHV�RU�SRO\PHU�IUDPHG�
SLVWROV��WKHUH�,�ZDV�ZLWK�D�����PDJQXP�
UHYROYHU�WKDW�ZRXOG�¿W�LQ�P\�KDQG��
:LWK�����/5�DQG�����PDJ�DPPR�
EHLQJ�LQ�VKRUW�VXSSO\��,�EURNH�LQWR�P\�
VWDVK�RI�ULP¿UH�DPPR�WR�WHVW�WKH�JXQ��
6LQFH�,�FRQVLGHU�WKH�5DQJHU�,,�WR�EH�D�
SUHPLXP�JXQ��,�GLG�QRW�XVH�FKHDSHU�
EXON�DPPR��EXW�VHOHFWHG�&&,�0LQL�
Mags for testing. 
� ���%HLQJ�D�WRS�EUHDN��WKH�5DQJHU�,,�
ZDV�HDV\�WR�ORDG��$QG�WKH�ERRW�VW\OH�
JULSV�DOORZHG�PH�WR�JULS�WKH�JXQ�ZLWK�
WZR�¿QJHUV��8QORDGLQJ�LV�DOVR�HDVLHU�
WKDQ�RWKHU�1$$�SURGXFWV��LQFOXGLQJ�
WKH�6LGHZLQGHU���3XWWLQJ�WKH�JXQ�RQ�
KDOI�FRFN�DQG�SXOOLQJ�EDFN�RQ�WKH�WRS�
EUHDN�UHOHDVH�DOORZV�WKH�JXQ�WR�RSHQ�

DQG�WKH�VWDU�HMHFWRU�UDLVHV�WKH�FDUWULGJHV�RXW�RI�WKH�F\OLQGHU�
� ,�NQHZ�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�EH�DQ�2O\PSLF�
TXDOLW\�VKRRWHU�ZKHQ�LW�FDPH�WR�DFFXUDF\��%XW�,�ZDV�YHU\�
KDSS\�WR�JHW�SOD\LQJ�FDUG�VL]HG�JURXSV�RQ�VHYHQ�\DUGV��7KH�
VLJKWV�SURYLGHG�JRRG�DFFXUDF\�IRU�VXFK�D�OLWWOH�¿UHDUP��
� /LNH�RWKHU�1$$�PLQL�UHYROYHUV��WKH�5DQJHU�,,�
GRHV�KDYH�D�VDIHW\�PHFKDQLVP��3XWWLQJ�WKH�KDPPHU�LQ�WKH�

F\OLQGHU¶V�VDIHW\�QRWFK�WRRN�VRPH�
practice. That was done prior to going 
WR�WKH�UDQJH�DQG�ZLWK�DQ�XQORDGHG�JXQ����������

7KH�3ULFH�
� 7KH�5DQJHU�,,��UHYLHZHG�KHUH��ZLWK�
LWV������´�EDUUHO�SOXV�����PDJ�DQG�����
/5�F\OLQGHU�FRPER�KDV�D�0653�RI��
XQGHU��������$�5DQJHU�,,�ZLWK�D������´�
EDUUHO�ZLWK�RQO\�WKH�����PDJ�F\OLQGHU�
KDV�D�0653�RI�������:KLOH�WKH\�DUH�
QRW�LQH[SHQVLYH��WKH\�DUH�PDGH�WR�ODVW�
DQG�YHU\�ZHOO�FRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DQ�
KHLUORRP�JXQ��7KH�5DQJHU�,,�LV�1$$¶V�
³KLJK�HQG´�JXQ��,I�WKH�SULFH�LV�RXW�RI�
your range, don’t worry, a standard 
1$$�PLQL�ZLWK�D������´�EDUUHO�LQ�����
PDJ�VHOOV�IRU�XQGHU������DQG�\RX�JHW�
WKH�VDPH�KLJK�TXDOLW\����

(Cont. on page 30)

North American Arms Ranger 
II in .22 Magnum with .22 LR 

conversion cylinder..

!e Ranger II wearing engraved boot grips in a custom 
made, cross-draw holster.
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“!e moment when I realized I need another holster.” - Ton JonesOwning one may lead to owning several.

(Cont. from page 29)

 :K\�D�¿UHDUPV�DUWLFOH"
� <RX�PD\�EH�DVNLQJ�\RXUVHOI��³:K\�LV�WKHUH�D�¿UHDUPV�
article in an airgun 
magazine?”�:HOO��
we airgunners, 
DOVR�OLNH�¿UHDUPV��
,�DVNHG�D�IHZ�RI�
our writers, who 
DOVR�RZQ�1RUWK�
$PHULFDQ�$UPV�
products, their 
thoughts on the 
PLQL�UHYROYHUV��
� )LUVW�XS��
*HQH�6DOYLQR¶V�
FRPPHQWV��
³Beautifully made, 
I like them for their 
craftsmanship´�IROORZHG�E\��³$�µWatch’ you can shoot”. When 
DVNHG�DERXW�WKH�5DQJHU�,,��*HQH�VDLG�³I do like the fact it is a 
WRS�EUHDN�VD\�%DE\�6FKR¿HOG”. 
� 1H[W��WKH�DLUJXQ�HYDQJHOLVW��7RQ�7RQHV���³I love all of 
P\�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�$UPV��EXW�,�FDUU\�P\�5DQJHU���WKH�PRVW��
In the morning I go through my checklist... wallet, phone, 
NH\V��5DQJHU����FROG�VWHHO�NQLIH��FRIIHH����JRRG�WR�JR�”

)LQDO�7KRXJKWV�
� :KLOH�WKH�1RUWK�$PHULFDQ�$UPV�PLQL�UHYROYHUV�DUH�
VPDOO��WKH\�DUH�XVHIXO�IRU�D�YDULHW\�RI�WDVNV��IURP�SOLQNLQJ�WR�
FRQFHDOHG�FDUU\��$V�*HQH�VDLG�WR�PH�³,W�ZRXOG�EH�UHDVVXULQJ�
to have that NAA as a hideout!´�%XW��EH�ZDUQHG��RZQLQJ��RQH�
PD\�OHDG�WR�RZQLQJ�PRUH��PLQL�UHYROYHUV�


