By Mike Detty

C

urrently there are 35 states that issue
concealed carry permits that allow
ordinary citizens (most states require a
mandatory class) to legally carry a handgun
concealed.
Making the decision to take responsibility for
one's personal safety is an empowering one but
also brings about a new problem; how does one
select a handgun? Selecting a defense
handgun is as personal as choosing a new pair
of shoes. And, like shoes, what makes the
perfect fit for one person may not be right for
the next. More often than not, the selecting of a
gun for personal protection depends on one's
lifestyle more than anything else.
Having a gun handy can be very reassuring at
times, but our mind is the most effective
weapon in our arsenal. If you live or work in a
neighborhood plagued with violent crime and
your job entails that you carry large sums of
money late at night my recommendation would
be for a high capacity semi-automatic pistol in a
serious caliber.
Here a Glock G22, that holds 15 rounds of
potent 40 S&W, would do nicely. But we're
missing the point here. If our jobs or homes
entail us visiting crime intensive areas maybe
it's time to make a lifestyle change rather than
search for a gun that can protect us effectively
against a marauding gang of thugs.
I write for a number of consumer magazines
and law enforcement journals and have been a
competitive shooter most of my adult life. As a
result of these activities I own some really
awesome pistols, built by some of the top
gunsmiths in the world. My favorite weapon is
the .45 1911 pistol, which is a heavy gun that
fires a powerful cartridge. If I knew for sure that

I was going to be involved in a potentially
deadly encounter, this is the gun that I would
have on my hip. Occasionally, I'll find myself
strapping on one of these guns because
business or other endeavors require me to be in
a particularly seedy part of the city. This is when
I have to remind myself that maybe I need to
rethink my decision to go to that part of town.
Avoiding areas and situations that potentially
could result in a violent confrontation is the
easiest way to survive. I'm not one that
believes in substituting firepower for common
sense. A prudent lifestyle can be your most
effective weapon!
I am not in law enforcement and live in a pretty
good neighborhood. I steer clear of those that
skate the fringes of society and do my best not
to make enemies. While my favorite pistol is the
.45 1911 semi-auto, there's just no way that I'm
going to wear a gun that weighs 2 ½ , pounds
all day. Carrying a big gun like this requires a
good quality holster. It also requires me to dress
specifically to conceal the big gun.
Because of my low risk lifestyle I see no need to
carry a big gun, but the thought of going about
my business unarmed is equally offensive. For
that reason I find "mouseguns" entirely
appropriate for myself and others that live a
low-threat lifestyle.
"Mousegun" has become a generic term for
small handguns that fire relatively low power
cartridges. Small, lightweight and easily
concealable these are the kind of guns that can
go just about anywhere with us without special
considerations needed for clothing to conceal
them. More often than not, they can be carried
in a pocket.

Bigger guns require holsters to carry
comfortably. Most of them are two to three
times as heavy as a typical "Mousegun." While
more powerful, their size and special
considerations needed to conceal them
appropriately, may make them a tiresome
burden to include in your daily travels. That
means that they'll be left at home instead of
being with you when you may need them.
But it's not just the size and weight of some
handguns that may prevent them from being a
constant companion. Guns in heavier calibers
kick. If your selection for a defense gun is one
of the new pistols made with a polymer frame-to
reduce weight-yet in a potent caliber like 9mm
or 40 S&W, its recoil may be so objectionable
that you won't want to practice with it let alone
carry it as you go about your daily routine.
That's why one of my favorite "mouseguns" is
the Guardian produced by North American
Arms (NAA). Constructed from stainless steel
for corrosion resistance, an important
consideration if it is concealed next to the skin,
the Guardian weighs just over 13 ounces. NAA
chambers their Guardian for the light kicking .32
ACP which makes it perfect for those that are

sensitive to recoil. The little pistol holds seven
cartridges.
The Guardian is a double-action-only
semi-automatic. That means that the trigger pull
is deliberately long, and relatively heavy for
each shot. Each time the trigger is pulled it
causes the hammer to rise and fall, thereby
firing the pistol. There is not a manual safety on
this pistol but the long and heavy trigger pull
reduces the chance that the gun will fire
accidentally.
Less than an inch thick, and just over 3" tall, the
Guardian can be carried easily in a coat, pants
pocket, or purse. It makes an ideal choice for
those that don't want to or can't carry a bigger
gun and its size and weight will ensure that the
gun is with you when you may need it.
North American Arms also produces a neat little
.22 revolver. The Mini-Revolver weighs just 4.5
ounces and is small enough that it can be
secreted just about anywhere. Machined from
rust resistant stainless steel, the little revolver
has a five-shot capacity and is single action in
operation; meaning that its hammer must be
thumb cocked for each shot.

These Lilliputian revolvers are favorites with
veteran cops and agents who carry them as
back-up to their duty guns. In fact, during a
recent conversation with North American Arms
General Manager, Ken Friel, he relayed the
following story to me.
"An undercover agent was required to make a
drug buy on a California beach. The wary dope
dealers specified that the agent wear a Speedo
swimsuit. Guess where he hid the revolver? He
hid it in his Thirst Gulper soda cup-what were
you thinking? The UC was able to hold the bad
guys at gunpoint until his back-up raced ever so
slowly through the soft sand."

While the guns don't possess the power or
capacity of larger pistols they do offer more
protection than fists or a pocketknife and this
may be all that is needed to turn the tide in your
favor during a violent confrontation.
Like I mentioned earlier, selecting a defense
handgun is an extremely personal decision that
is best based on your needs. Assess your
threat level realistically and base your choice
accordingly. Also consider how you will carry
the gun and then select one that will meet your
weight and size needs. Finally, see if you can
borrow a similar gun and actually fire it to make
sure that you can shoot it effectively. Follow this
simple guideline and you'll be sure to have your
gun with you when you need it.
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