SEARCHING FOR THE ULTIMATE
CONCEALED CARRY PISTOL:

PART ONE

One of the first machines I saw was the automated engraver. I was going to program it to etch
in hot rod style flame jobs when no one was looking... but they caught on and pulled me away.

Concealed Carry
Magazine has a simple
goal: to find or create
the ultimate pistol for
CCM readers. This
would be a pistol that
could be used by just
about anyone, without
costing so much that
you have to forget
sending a kid to
college. I think that we
have found a likely
candidate that requires
only some mild
tweaking. While this
choice might not be
perfect, it should be
workable for most CCM
readers most of the
time.

A bin of Guardian slides waiting patiently for completion

First, let's look at how we came to the
decision. We have to size up the requirements
and then size down the gun, so it can be a pistol
that you can have on your person at all times. It
doesn't matter how great, fancy or accurate your
pistol is if it is not within reach at any given
moment. If it is not a pistol that you have on you,
then the pistol is not ideal. The only time that
you should be unarmed is either when you are in
the shower or in the throws of passion...and

sometimes that is at the same time. At all other
times, you should be alert to your environment,
armed and clear headed. So, we need a pistol
that fits this bill without being a cheap, ugly,
mass-produced volkswaffen that has no outward
appeal.
Let's look at everything that we need for a
concealed carry gun, and leave out the things
that we don't. For one thing, like I said before,
the gun has to be small. Larger guns tend to be

Mini Revolver frames segregated by political party.

The .22 long rifle Mini Revolver is, by far, North American Arms
most popular selling item. Here is the NAA Nursery, the guns have
just completed testing and are ready for packaging and adoption.
They are so cute at this age.

This is one of the assembly stations. They are assembled the oldfashioned way - by cobbler elves when no on is looking. No on else
can handle the tiny parts.

passed up for guns that are smaller. When you
get dressed and are ready to go out on a hot
day, or when your clothing is not as masking as
usual, bigger guns get left behind. Forget the
macho chest pounding, "I always carry my
Government Model .45." Unless you are a sworn
officer, at some point, concealment is going to
be a factor. A smaller gun is easier to hide and
easier to always have on you. The trick to this is
that the gun has to be as small as possible, yet
large enough to be able to be handled and
manipulated easily. You can't be fumbling with a
pistol that is too small. You can't shoot well with
a pistol that is too small either. We have to
balance these factors. Everything is a
compromise here and the answer is probably
going to be different for a lot of people. We have
to find something that is workable for as many
as possible.
The Ultimate Concealed Carry Pistol also
has to be potent enough. The minimal caliber
has got to be .380ACP. Anything smaller is just
not acceptable. .22, .25 or even .32 is just not
good enough. While there is some debate
regarding the .32ACP cartridge, and it has a lot
of apologists out there defending it, I can
personally attest that .32ACP is pathetic and
won't do the job of reliably stopping a threat. I
have no faith in it at all. The best that can be
said about it is that it's more powerful and more
reliable than a .22. And .22s are nothing you
really want to use as your first or even second
line of defense. The other day, I was plinking
with several different brands and grades of .22
LR ammunition and a Browning Buckmark pistol.
My Buckmark has been very accurate and very
reliable with all types of ammunition. The only
downside to the pistol's reliability is that it
depends upon rimfire ammunition. Rimfires are
loaded cheaply and are not to be trusted. Even
when firing a box of high quality ammunition, I
had two duds in 200 rounds of shooting. That
might sound pretty good to some people, but to
guys like me and guys that know more about
this sort of thing than I do, it is very
unacceptable. I'm not going to mention who
made the ammunition. Let's iust say that their
colors are green and yellow.
Reliability also has to be the first
consideration. This is a "go or no go" test. It is
going to exclude any and every pistol that might

be questionable in reliability, right off the bat. If
the gun is not reliable, it's gone. So we are at
least looking for a small, reliable .380. Let's
move on.

Function testing is a critical stage in the NAA process. Each pistol
is inspected and test fired. If it doesn’t work, it goes back.

A batch of guns waiting nervously for testing

Here a CNC mill is doing some fine, detailed work.

I like my guns to be made of metal. I
don't like plastic frames. There are psychological
reasons for this. All metal guns feel more
powerful, and give the shooter more confidence.
Also, weight in smaller guns is not as much of a
concern as in larger guns. There is just not
enough metal to make a small pistol feel like a
boat anchor. But the weight of metal over plastic
does make the small pistol easier to shoot, as it
absorbs felt recoil instead of transmitting it all to
your hand. All metal guns just look better too,
don't they? Yeah, I know that aesthetics for
something hidden is something of a secondary
consideration, but life is too short to be packing
an ugly gun. This is the same reason that people
get cool tattoos in places not normally exposed,
and the same reason that your mamma always
told you to make sure that you wear clean
underwear when you go out. Women wear toe
rings even when they wear shoes. No one else
knows that you have it, but you know. I like
stainless steel. I think stainless would be the
ideal material for it. It almost always looks sharp
and resists corrosion better than most metals.
I also like being able to change grips.
Even if I don't actually change them, just having
the option to change them is nice. This isn't an
important consideration, but it is something to
keep in mind.
Expense is another consideration. The
ultimate concealed carry pistol should not be
something that is virtually unobtainable, such as
long waiting lists because of slow production, or
expensive beyond what a reasonably employed
individual should be able to acquire without
having to tighten up the belt. To be good, it
doesn't have to be expensive. There are a lot of
great guns out there that would fit the bill, but
are priced as if they are forged out of rare gold
coins.
I think that the ultimate concealed carry pistol
should also be made in the United States.
Preferably, it should be made in a state that is
not just "not antigun," but actually gun friendly. I
don't understand how gun makers can remain in
states that want nothing more than to close them
down, like Illinois or California.

If they don't like your products, why are
you paying them your tax dollars? Move to a
friendly state that deserves your business and
employ workers who are enthusiastic about
your product. Anyway, that's another article
altogether, so let's move on.
The next thing the UCCP has to be is
simple, with a simple manual of arms, as few
controls to fumble with as possible, and a
simple trigger too. I would probably lean to a
double-action only-type trigger system. This
shouldn't be a pistol that you have to think
about. Its usage should be instinctual, almost
natural.
Speaking of natural, in the hand, it
should feel almost organic...smooth. All the
edges should be rounded off with nothing
sharp to snag or be abrasive, except maybe
for any slide serrations, so you can work the
slide without slippage. A "melted" job is a
must. And by that, I mean like a bar of soap.
Take a brand new bar of soap and then look
at it again after a week of use. The sharper
edges of molding are worn or melted off.
That's a melt job. So when you hear "melt
job," it's not something you get at a dimly lit,
smoke filled bar in Thailand, and it isn't
something a gunsmith does with an
oxyacetylene torch. No flames or possible
diseases are involved. A belt sander usually
is.
Even though the gun might be small,
even tiny, I think it should have at least a
tritium insert in the front sight post. In my
opinion, night sights are mandatory for a
self-defense gun. You have to know where the
front sight is.
I don't want the gun to feel cheap or
look ugly. It has to have some degree of
refinement. Not a mass-manufactured chunk
of nastiness, but something that you can wear
to work, to worship or out on a date,
something you want to make sure you have
your clean underwear on for. But nothing so
high-brow that you can't take it out when you're
cruising with your low-brow friends, hopping
clubs in Park City.
We are of the opinion that the pistol that
fits this bill the best is the North American Arms
Guardian .380.

We shall take a closer look at the Guardian and
what can be done to make it better for our
purpose in part two. Part three will be looking at
the changes, how they affect the pistol, and
whether or not anything else should be done.
Part four will be a look into North American Arms
and who's behind the guns there..

George Hill is an NRA Certified Pistol
and Personal Protection instructor and the
writer and publisher of MadOgre.com. Visit
his website for more information on Mad
Ogre.
http://www.madogre.com
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