riginally known for its high quality mini-revolvers,
North American Arms (NAA) first began
production of semi-automatic pistols with its
extremely small .32 ACP model. Building on the
successful 200 I release of its .380 ACP Guardian pistol,
NAA recently introduced the .32 NAA pistol and
cartridge.
Developed jointly by NAA and Cor-Bon
Ammunition, the .32 NAA is based on a .380 ACP case
that is necked-down to hold a smaller .32-cal. bullet.
Manufactured by Cor-Bon, the .32 NAA drives a 60-gr.
proprietary Hornady bullet from the Guardian's 2 1/2"
barrel to velocities approaching 1200 f.p.s. thus generating
180 ft.-lbs. of energy-impressive performance for a carry
or back-up gun.
The story behind the .32 NAA started with NAA
President Sandy Chisholm. Long interested in improving
the performance of pocket pistols, he drew inspiration
from bottle necked cartridges like the .357 SIG. Chisholm
asked Law and Order Editor Ed Sanow to explore the
feasibility of such a cartridge in a pocket pistol.
When Cor-Bon was brought into the project, its
representatives successfully argued that .380 ACP
performance should be the starting point-if they could not
do better than .380 ACP, then the whole exercise was
pointless.
To maximize velocity in the .32 NAA, the
standard .380 ACP case was lengthened to accommodate a
heavier powder charge. The case head and body would
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remain unchanged, thus preserving the dimensions of the
extractor groove and case body to ensure that the new gun
could use the same slide, magazine and frame as the .380
Guardian.
NAA’s original goal was to match the energy of
the .380 ACP. Cor-Bon worked with Hornady to develop
a bullet that would perform at the higher velocities .32
NAA could produce. The result of these efforts was a
projectile with a rounder ogive and deeper hollow-point
cavity than Hornady's standard .32 ACP XTP bullet. Also
available is a 7 I-gr. FMJ practice load.
The .32 NAA Guardian pistol is more or less
identical to the .380 ACP Guardian. The new gun is
different only in the dimensions of the chamber and bore.

The .32 NAA Guardian pistol is a blowbackoperated, double-action only (DAO) semi-automatic
pistol. The barrel is more than fixed; it is an integral part
of the frame. Doublenested recoil springs housed in a
recess underneath the barrel are offset to the right of the
bore axis. A diminutive, nail-like guide rod controls
compression of the springs to prevent kinking or binding.
A close examination of the slide reveals a hook
extractor retained by a spring-loaded plunger. Like other
ultra-compact pistols of this type, there is no ejector.
Feeding is provided by a detachable,
stamped-steel box magazine with a capacity of six rounds.
When fully seated, the magazine's black synthetic
floorplate extends slightly beyond the bottom of the frame
to provide more gripping surface for the fingers of the
weak hand. This is an important consideration, because
the empty magazines do not fall out on their own;
they must be pulled out. North American positioned the
magazine release in a manner similar to that of the M 1911
pistol-specifically, between the trigger guard and the
synthetic grip panel on the left side of the frame. This

means the release button is within easy reach of the firer's
thumb. Other controls include a half-moon-shaped
takedown latch recessed into the top of the right-hand
stock panel.
As befits a carry or back-up gun, the Guardian's
sights are rudimentary. They are fixed, and consist of a
U-shaped rear notch and a Patridge front post.
Although it is technically external, the hammer is
recessed into the rear of the slide and frame to prevent it
from being purposely or inadvertently thumb-cocked.
On the range, some shooters found that, despite
the slide's deep grasping grooves, racking it was a
challenge. Many were tempted to shift the gun into their
weak hands so they could work the slide with their strong
hands. Like most small-caliber pocket guns of this type,
the slide of the Guardian is short both in terms of length
and height, so there is not much surface area for the hand
to grasp and despite the fact that the recoil springs are
nested, they are still very stiff. The muzzle energy of the
.32 NAA and the light weight of the slide means they have
to be.
Thankfully, the Guardian was free of other
problems that plague many small guns, such as dropped
magazines and balky feeding.
Velocity results, as shown in the accompanying
table, were impressive. Accuracy was comparable to other
pocket guns we have tested in the past. North American

Arms advised us that .32 NAA ammunition could be hard
to find. If your dealer does not carry it, you can order it
directly from North American Arms.

Given that it produces more velocity and energy than .380
ACP +P, those looking to get the most from an
ultra-compact, small-caliber defensive pistol would be
well advised to consider the .32 NAA Guardian pistol.
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