Pocket pistols-those diminutive guns designed for self-defense and small enough to fit into a
pocket or small purse-have suffered a well deserved reputation of a lack of stopping power. The .25
ACP generates a paltry 66 ft.-lbs. of energy with its 50-grain bullet at 815 fps, and even the .32 ACP
barely doubles that in a hot factory load. Neither can be relied upon to stop a determined attack with a
single shot to the thorax.
North American Arms and Cor-Bon
Ammunition have been working to fix that
problem, and they may be on to something. A
couple of years ago they began necking the .380
ACP down to .32 caliber. Four-inch test barrels
began churning out the 60-grain hollow points at
1,453 fps and producing 287 ft.-lbs. of energy.
But the cartridge needed a suitable launching
platform.
Enter the North American Arms
Guardian. First on the scene in 1999 in .32 ACP,
this sub-miniature double-action only (DAD)
semi-auto brought more power into a smaller

package. The Guardian is about the size of most
.25 ACP pistols-it literally fits in the palm of your
hand. Made entirely of stainless steel, its
streamlined profile is a definitive example of the
term pocket pistol.
Two years after its introduction North American
Arms brought it out in .380 ACP. Now a .380 in a palm-size,
18½ ounce pistol is quite a handful, but considering its
intended use-short-range self-defense not an insurmountable
one. But no one would describe a range session with this
pistol as pleasant.
It was only natural that the Guardian would serve as
the initial launching platform for the new bottlenecked
cartridge, and North American Arms has been shipping the
Guardian .32 NAA for a little more than a year. As I looked
over what has been described elsewhere as a "mouse gun,"
two things impressed me: the overall quality and fit of the
pistol and the notion that it probably kicks like hell. I was
right on both counts.
How do you test such a handgun? An accuracy test is
mandatory, but trying to group a pistol with a 2'/,-inch barrel
at 25 yards is folly-the gun was never intended for that kind
of shooting - so I elected to shoot it for groups at seven
yards.

The DAO pull is rated at 10 pounds, but my
example strained my Lyman Electronic Trigger Pull
gauge to an average of 11½ pounds. It is made that heavy
deliberately. First, it requires at least 10 pounds with the
little hammer to reliably crack a primer, and since there is
no manual safety on the Guardian, the heavy trigger pull
serves as a built in safety. You really would not want this
firecracker to go off in your pocket unexpectedly. But it
makes for some tough shooting in terms of groups. Mine
ranged from 3¾. to 7¾ inches-still plenty good to hit a
torso at that range.
And that is key: This gun isn't intended as a fun
plinker, target or hunting pistol. It is a pocket pistol that
may be called upon to stop a deadly threat. Most likely,
that threat will come at arms length or not much farther,
so distant golf ball-size groups and delicate triggers are of
no importance.

Once I finished the group shooting over
sandbags and gave my trigger finger a rest, I
began to shoot some range exercises that might
more accurately mimic what this pistol was
intended to do.
Drawing from the pocket of my jacket
and putting two quick shots into a B-27 silhouette
at about three yards was much more pleasant than
shooting groups, and this is where the little
mouse gun began to roar. The unpleasant
stacking of the trigger when trying to hold a
steady sight picture didn't exist now. And the
narrow, tapered trigger guard that slapped a
bruise on my trigger finger squeezing off 25 steady shots across sandbags never touched me the rest of
the shooting session. In the Guardian guise, the .32 NAA gives up a little with a 2%-inch barrel instead
of the four-inch tester-1,222 fps and 199 ft.-lbs. That isn't necessarily a one-shot fight stopper, but it's a
step in the right direction.
Sights on a pocket pistol are virtually useless; all they
do is snag on clothing. But the Guardian is available with a
Gutter Snipe sight machined into the slide that is the closest
thing to common sense I've seen in a short-range gun. A
groove is milled part way down the slide with a white dot at
its end. A small flat at the rear of the slide has two more for a
threedot sight picture. And this is all done with nothing above
the contour of the slide to hang up in a pocket. I wish
someone would figure out how to do this on a full size pistol.
The Guardian .32 NAA will never replace the need for
a larger pistol. But for those who might need something small
enough to put in a shorts pocket, it is certainly a viable
alternative.
By Dave Campbell
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