I have to admit I cringed a little when
discussing the North American Arms mini-revolvers.
I've never had any experience with them and I'd
always looked down my nose at the little rimfires as
being about as useless as a cap gun. I'll also admit
that I was wrong. These little guns are well made
and, despite what I used to think, do have a place in
the self-defense arena.
Let's make no mistake about it: no serious
self-defense expert is going to recommend a rimfire
gun for protection. There are, however, legitimate
reasons that someone might select the tiny
revolvers for carry. Often, factors beyond the user's
control dictate the size of the gun to be carried.
Undercover law enforcement officers need some sort of defense, yet cannot risk
their gun being found by the people they were sent to bust. While the tiny guns do not
offer much in the way of firepower or stopping power - it is something. Maybe the gun
will buy some time until the cavalry arrives, maybe it will buy some distance, and
maybe, just maybe, it will save the law- man's life. In any event, it is something. And in
my book, a little something is a whole lot better than a lot of nothing!
Ken Friel, NAA's General Manager, relayed the following story to me. "One of the
best undercover stories I heard was from an agent tasked to make a drug buy on a
California beach. The wary dope dealers specified that the agent wear a “speedo”
swimsuit. Guess where he hid the revolver? He hid it in his extra-large soda cup - what
were you thinking? The UC was able to hold the bad guys at gunpoint until his back-up
raced ever so slowly through the soft sand.”
“Another agent hid his revolver in his cowboy hat and the bad guys found it
during a pre-meeting patdown. There was dead silence for a few moments while the
agent nervously awaited his fate. Then the Jefe started laughing, ‘This is cute,’ he said.
‘Let me buy it from you,’ he said as he handed it back to the agent. A bigger gun would
have intimidated the bad guys into doing something deadly. And, the agent was able to
effect the arrest with his 'cute' gun." The most important lesson from this story is that
even though he had a little gun, he had something!

The same can be said for
civilians. There are those that just
will never carry a gun in a holster.
Maybe they're afraid of what their
contemporaries will say when they
see a pistol on their hip or maybe it
just takes too much effort to strap
on a full-size gun as part of their
routine. Or, maybe they feel that
their lifestyle is so low-risk that
carrying a gun is just not
necessary. We all know that having
a gun when it's needed is the most
important part of self-defense.
Fortunately the Mini .22LR
revolver's weight, just 4.5 ounces
unloaded, is light enough that
anyone can drop it in their pocket.
No, it's not a full- size combat gun
but it is something!

Gun Details
The North American Arms revolvers have a 5-shot capacity and are singleaction in operation, meaning that the hammer has to be cocked manually for each shot.
NAA uses the most rust-resistant material they could find, 17 -4pH surgical stainless
steel, to build their guns. All of the CNC machining is done in-house by NAA craftsmen.
Grips are made from tough Rosewood laminate and add a splash of colorful contrast to
the polished stainless frame.
NAA's design makes it safe to carry the gun with all five chambers loaded. There
are safety notches between the chambers that the hammer blade can sit in so it's not
sitting on the rear of the cartridge. Some care must be used here; carefully cock the
hammer back part way and, while holding it rearward, press the trigger so that the
hammer blade centers on the safety notch. Half cock is for loading, unloading and
disassembly only.
Any of the .22 Magnum guns can be purchased with an optional .22LR cylinder.
In the event that you already have a magnum
and want a long rifle cylinder you'll need to
send it back to NAA to have them fit the extra
cylinder.

Range Time
I set up an 8-inch diameter Shoot-N-C
target at a short distance of 6 feet. I used CCI
shotshells, both Long Rifle and .22 Magnum
chamberings, in both the .22LR and .22 .
Magnum guns. At that distance the pat- tern
was uniform and covered the target without

much shot missing the target. I was
surprised to find that the .22LR
pattern was almost as dense as the
.22 Magnum. I also thought that
maybe the longer barrels of the Mini
Master Target and Black Widow might
produce tighter patterns. However,
they were almost identical to the
shorter barrel groups.
I was showing the NAA
mini-revolver to my sister when she
said that she thought it would be the
perfect gun to have when she cleans
out her stables. The mice that live in
her bales of hay attract rattlers. She's
a tough gal and pretty handy with a
hoe but having a mini-revolver would
let her dispatch the snake with a little more distance between them. Before you brand
me a threat to the ecology I should tell you that a couple of summers ago my mom and
sister spent over $4,000 in a single summer on antivenin for their dogs. The local fire
department will come remove the snake but they usually release it within a couple
hundred yards of where it was captured. Seems like an incredible waste of resources to
me.
In our part of the country, just an hour's drive north of the border, illegal aliens
have become increasingly violent. In fact, one of my sister's neighbors recently came
home to find an unfamiliar car in the driveway and four brazen illegals ransacking his
house. Things could have turned out much worse than they did. While I could never get
my sister to carry a belt gun when she goes down to the stables, there is a possibility
that she just might keep a mini revolver in her pocket. Given the fact that her stables are
not within yelling distance of help, I'd feel a lot better if I knew that she had a mini gun
with her.

Mini Gun Line-Up
According to Friel, the most
popular mini-revolver is the NAA
.22LR. "We've been making this gun
over 25 years now and we think we've
finally got it right," said Friel with a
chuckle. The gun features a fluted
cylinder and a 1.13-inch barrel. My
test sample has a pretty nice trigger
pull that breaks crisply at exactly 5
pounds. NAA recommends removing
the cylinder from the gun if you'd like
to dry fire so as not to have the
hammer blade ding up the rear of the
cylinder. There is no rear sight on the
gun but it does have a half moon front
sight, and that's all it really needs to

index the muzzle end of the gun for
the shooter.
The next most popular NAA
revolver is the .22 Magnum. This gun
is basically the same as the .22LR
gun but the cylinder window has been
stretched out to accommodate the
longer cylinder. My test gun has a
1.63-inch barrel, fluted cylinder and
rosewood grips. Mine came with the
optional .22LR cylinder. Like the
smaller Long Rifle revolver, the
hammer must be set on half cock
before the cylinder pin button can be
depressed and the pin pulled forward
out of the gun. This will allow the
cylinder to drop out of the right side of
the frame for loading or unloading.
The cylinder pin can also be used to
punch the empty casings out of the
cylinder.
Using the NAA .22 Magnum as
my test gun I fired two cylinders of
CCI Mini Max +V loads at my target set up at 12 yards. Then I switched the cylinder to
.22LR and fired another ten shots using 40-grain Federal .22LR Lightning ammo. What I
was interested in seeing was if the two different calibers had the same point-of-impact.
My 20-shot group was well-rounded and about four inches in diameter and confirmed to
me, at least at this distance, that if you want to practice with inexpensive long rifle
ammunition you won't have to worry about it having a different point-of-impact.
One thing that impressed me was that none of my targets displayed any signs of
keyholing, evidence of the bullet not being properly stabilized and starting to tumble.
Given the short barrel length, I was amazed!
The Mini-Master Target revolver is the closest thing to a full-size gun that you'll
find in the North American Arms line. It uses a 4-inch barrel with a stylish ventilated rib.
Sitting atop the barrel's rib is a white-outlined Millett rear sight that's adjustable for
elevation. Windage is accomplished by drifting the entire rear sight. The blaze orange
ramp front sight is dovetailed into the rib.
Its grip is a slightly spongy and tacky Hogue rubber grip with finger grooves. It
presents the shooter with a comfortable firing grip.
Both the Mini-Master and Black Widow evolved from the NAA .22 Magnum frame
and include all of the time-tested design characteristics that have made the original NAA
mini- revolvers so popular. Both have unfluted "bull" cylinders.
The Millet sights and longer sight radius made it easy to shoot groups. I fired a
number of 5-shot groups under an inch at 12 yards.

The NAA Black Widow has the same features as the Mini-Master, but sports a
2-inch barrel. My sample has fixed sights, drift adjustable for windage. Grips are the
same Hogue that the Mini-Master uses, except that these have a Black Widow logo on
the right side of the frame. Like the Mini-Master Target, the Black Widow requires that
the user pull down on the spring-loaded latch before pulling the cylinder pin out of the
gun. It looks different than the other cylinder pin used on the .22LR and .22 Magnum,
but performs the same function.
Of all the mini-revolvers, this one has the best balance and feels most natural in
my hand. I shot the Black Widow almost as accurately as the Mini-Master. The sights
weren't quite as good as the Millets but I could still draw a bead on the tiny 1-inch
plaster that I used for an aiming point. Most groups were under two inches.
Benching these guns doesn't really prove much except that they do have the
mechanical ability to produce exceptionally consistent results. You might wonder, what's
the point of the Black Widow and Mini-Master Target? They're both way bigger than the
other revolvers and seem incongruous with the original concept. According to Friel, a
large portion of their sales, more than a third, go to collectors. Doesn't seem to matter
what configuration NAA offers; they can count on dedicated collectors adding at least
one to their collections. "About 1/3 of our guns go to LE. Many of these guns are used
as primary guns by undercover officers that can't carry a bigger gun. A lot of uniformed
officers carry one in their weak-hand side pocket with their bigger backup on their
strong-hand side. Another 1/3 of the guns are used by civilians as last ditch defense
guns, especially for women that are intimidated by bigger guns."
I took some ripe cantaloupes out to the desert on one of my outings. Setting
them on a fence post I fired at them with both the Long Rifle and Magnum guns. The
entry holes were nice and clean, and looked as though they'd been drilled into the fruit.
Exit holes, on the other hand, were nasty gaping messes. It reinforced to me that while
these are cute little guns they are by no means harmless. I sure wouldn't want to be
shot with one, would you?
So what's new at North American Arms? By the time you read this, the newest
Mini will be chambered in .17HMR and use the Magnum frame. The .17 Mach 2,
basically a .22LR necked down to .17 should be ready by the end of September and will
be based on the .22LR frame. A .17 Mach 2 cylinder will also be available for the
.17HMR gun.

Final Thoughts
If carrying a full-size, or even compact handgun, just isn't possible for whatever
reason and the thought of going about your business unarmed is equally distasteful,
perhaps the North American Arms Mini-Revolver is for you. Remember, having a little
something is better than having a lot of nothing!
For more information contact:
North American Arms
2150 South 950 East, Dept CH
Provo, UT 84606
800-821-5783
www.naaminis.com
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